
Instructions 
Start Painting - Week 4 B  

C R E A T I O N S 
For students in 3rd & 4th years 

Overview: Students will create a 
background using colors they choose, and 
then create an abstract line painting using 
photographic reference as their source. 

Use a canvas board, a sheet of taped 
canvas, or a stretched canvas if available.  

Step 1. (15 minutes) Set up for painting in 
acrylic, and cover the canvas with a thin 
coat of any colors of your choosing. 
Brilliant colors work well. Colors may be 
mixed with water instead of white, for a 
glaze effect, or white can be mixed in for 
opacity - colors that look more solid. Set 
aside to dry. 

Step 2. (20 min) Choose a reference source 
from any book or use the provided PDF 
photographs below. Use a pencil and 
sketchpad to create an abstract line 
drawing based on the photo. You should 
try to make it different enough so that it's 
hard to recognize the subject. 

Step 3. (5) Write down some ideas for how 
color will be used as line and filling in 
areas. The original underpainting may be 
covered a lot, or it may show through and 
be an important element in the painting. 

Note: colorful lines and pattern can add a 
lot of visual interest to this painting. 

Step 4. Resume painting, using a variety of 
Brushes for different effects. Clean edges 
and lines are much easier to create when 
the paint is a very fluid. 
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