Instructions
Accuracy Puzzles Week

CREATIONS
For students in 3rd & 4th years

3 Week Landscape Painting

Overview: Find reference, create sketches
and compositions, set up a canvas, and
paint a landscape using atmospheric
perspective. Architectural elements can be
involved as well.

STEPS 1 & 2 - Inspiration & Reference -
Should take 10-20 minutes

Find a reference or use one from the
provided printout. Make sure at least part
of the image is something you are happy
about working on.

STEP 3 - Practice drawings - Should take
at least 30 minutes - up to an hour

There are 3 kinds of practice drawings. The
first two are required. Detailed drawings
are optional.

» Quick rough sketches - No more than a
couple of minutes each. Charcoal is
great for this.

o Thumbnail composition sketches -
These should be very small, and only for
quickly manipulating the Frame and Big
Shapes to try different compositions
quickly. Very much like moving cut
paper or puzzle pieces around to
experiment and see what works best.

» Detailed practice drawings (of
important areas)

STEP 4 - Set up canvas - Should take 5
minutes

Use a canvas board, a stretched canvas, or
tape a canvas sheet to a drawing board.
Write your name on the back or on the
tape using a bold marker.

STEP 5 - Guidelines - Can take 10 to 30
minutes

Use a canvas pencil (gray colored pencil -
doesn't mix into paints) and draw very
lightly on your canvas. Make lines that will
help you with accuracy, but defining the
Big Shapes first, and then adding any
details that you need to define where they
will go.

STEP 6 - Set up paints - Should take 5
minutes

If you have time to paint at least an
underpainting or the sky, you can go
ahead and set up for this today (first week).
If not, you should wait and find something
simple and fun to sketch for the rest of this
session today.

STEP 7 - Begin painting

Start with the sky (farthest away, and
highest on the canvas) unless you're doing
an underpainting. You can underpaint for
landscapes in two methods: 1. Put
opposite colors under each area (orange
under a blue sky, or purple under an
orange sunset sky), or 2. change the color
of your canvas from white to something
warm such as red, orange, or brown.
Underpainting colores should be thinned
with a bit of water and they will normally
be streaky, but it won't show.
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