
Instructions 
Black & Blue Color  

C R E A T I O N S 
For students in 3rd & 4th years 

Abstract - or Not - Painting or 
other media 

Overview: Students will create artwork 
based on blue and dark colors using the 
reference photos to create some level of 
stylization or abstraction. 

Use a canvas board, a sheet of taped canvas, 
or a stretched canvas if available. Other 
mediums to use are oil pastels, colored 
pencils, or even graphite if a student is not 
interested in color at all. 

Step 1. (15 minutes) Set up for the 
medium and tools of choice. 

Step 2. (20 min) Choose a reference 
source from the provided PDF 
photographs below. Use a pencil and 
sketchpad to create several warm up 
sketches. 

Step 3. (5) Try an abstract line drawing 
based on the photo. You can try to make 
it different enough so that it's hard to 
recognize the subject, or just stylize it a 
little bit. You can also just go for a 
realistic version if you like. 

Simplicity can make a composition very 
powerful but that takes working on it. Try 
several ideas by drawing small thumbnails, 
and then choose the one you like best. 

Step 4. Begin drawing or painting, using 
a variety of Brushes for different effects. 
Clean edges and lines are much easier to 
create when the paint is a very fluid. 
Enjoy yourself and see what you can do.  

Instructions 
Black & Blue Color  

C R E A T I O N S 
For students in 3rd & 4th years 

Abstract - or Not - Painting or 
other media 

Overview: Students will create artwork 
based on blue and dark colors using the 
reference photos to create some level of 
stylization or abstraction. 

Use a canvas board, a sheet of taped canvas, 
or a stretched canvas if available. Other 
mediums to use are oil pastels, colored 
pencils, or even graphite if a student is not 
interested in color at all. 

Step 1. (15 minutes) Set up for the 
medium and tools of choice. 

Step 2. (20 min) Choose a reference 
source from the provided PDF 
photographs below. Use a pencil and 
sketchpad to create several warm up 
sketches. 

Step 3. (5) Try an abstract line drawing 
based on the photo. You can try to make 
it different enough so that it's hard to 
recognize the subject, or just stylize it a 
little bit. You can also just go for a 
realistic version if you like. 

Simplicity can make a composition very 
powerful but that takes working on it. Try 
several ideas by drawing small thumbnails, 
and then choose the one you like best. 

Step 4. Begin drawing or painting, using 
a variety of Brushes for different effects. 
Clean edges and lines are much easier to 
create when the paint is a very fluid. 
Enjoy yourself and see what you can do.

© Dennas Davis


